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News Release 

 
The Izard County Consolidated School Board met in regular session on March 23rd in the high 

school board room.  

 

The board unanimously agreed to re-employ all certified staff who wished to return for the 2015-

16 school year.  Board members commended the work of all the certified staff for the 2014-15 

school year commenting that the teachers go the extra mile for all the students.  Part-time 

Elementary Media Specialist Donna Ford and Middle School/High School Spanish Teacher 

Dawn Smith have decided to retire this year.  Superintendent Fred Walker told the board that 

Ford and Smith were retiring after 39 years and 24 years, respectively, with the district.  Walker 

commended them for their dedicated and loyal service to the district.     

 

High School Principal David Harmon commended the high school’s anti-drug organization, 

CHASE, for their work in providing its annual Drug-Free Summit Conference for the middle 

school’s fifth and sixth graders.  Harmon said presenters were brought in to provide anti-drug and 

antibullying messages to the students.   

 

Harmon commended the junior and senior high basketball teams for their outstanding seasons this 

year.  The senior girls were 34-8 overall and won the county, conference, district, and regional 

championships, placed second in the NEA Tournament at Jonesboro, and finished in the Elite 

Eight in the state tournament.  The senior boys were 32-10 overall and won the county, 

conference, and district championships, were regional runner-up’s, and qualified for the state 

tournament for the second consecutive year.  The junior girls were 18-9 overall and were county, 

conference, and district runner-ups.  The junior boys finished 16-10 overall and were co-

conference runner-ups.  The combined record of the four teams was a school record 100 wins for 

the season.  Harmon noted that junior Andrew Walker and sophomore Kennedy Cooper were 

both named All State and All State Tournament this season and a total of 13 ICC players were 

named to the All-Conference teams with seven of those first team selections. First team selections 

included Walker and junior Clay Mosley on the senior boys team; Cooper and senior Lauren 

Jones on the senior girls team; eighth grader Justus Cooper on the junior boys team; and freshmen 

Samantha King and Abby Brashear on the junior girls team.  Second team selections were senior 

Michael Gleghorn on the senior boys team; freshman Jennifer King on the senior girls team; and 

eighth grader Cole Wallis on the junior boys team.  Honorable mention All-Conference selections 

were senior Andy Markovic on the senior boys team; sophomore Natalie Everett on the senior 

girls team; and freshman Eden Hatman on the junior girls team. Jones and Gleghorn were 



nominated for the All Star Game.  Harmon said Walker, Mosley, Gleghorn, Cooper, Jones, 

Jennifer King, and junior Erica Sac were also named All-Regional. 

 

Harmon also commended the boys and girls bowling teams for placing sixth in the state  and third 

in the district this year and congratulated Drake Gallion and Deshia Fuller for being named All 

State. Harmon announced that the girls’ softball team had won second place in the Big Cat 

Classic at Yellville recently. 

 

Middle School Principal Billy McBride announced that the junior high quiz bowl team had won 

the state championship recently and commended Benji Norton and Callie Norton for making the 

All-Tournament Team.  McBride commented on the success on the 14th Annual Izard County 

Invitational Pee Wee Tournament and noted that the sixth grade boys were tournament 

champions and the fifth grade boys were tournament runner-ups.  McBride said the sixth grade 

boys finished 12-0 on the season, the fifth grade boys finished 10-2, and the fourth grade boys 

placed second in the Kiwanis Invitational Pee Wee Tournament earlier in the year. 

 

In its February 24, 2015, regular meeting, the board extended the contracts of Principals David 

Harmon, Billy McBride, and John Walker by one year through June 30, 2017.    

  

 

 

   

 

  

 


